


Safety is non-negotiable for every organization that serves young
people. At the Merrimack Valley YMCA we serve thousands of
children and teens each year, and we are committed to ensuring
they are safe, supported, and empowered in every program and
space we offer. Our child abuse prevention and risk management
practices set high standards, provide proactive training for staff
and volunteers, educate parents, and take deliberate steps to
prevent harm before it can occur - because protecting youth is the
foundation of all we do. 

3,500 children and teens served each year in Y programs
such as early learning, afterschool care, summer camp, and
youth sports. 
Hundreds of staff and volunteers trained annually in child
abuse prevention practices.  
100% of staff and volunteers complete annual abuse
prevention training.
5 program sites and 3 summer camps where safety standards
are implemented daily. 

At the Merrimack Valley YMCA, safety is our promise, not just
a policy. We follow rigorous child abuse prevention standards
to protect every young person in our care. These measures
include: background checks, ongoing and continuous
training, following of best practices to create a child-safe
environment, and policies that ensure staff are not alone with
a child. We respond swiftly and transparently to any concern,
ensuring no child is ever left unprotected. 

At the Merrimack Valley YMCA, protecting children is our
highest priority. We believe every child deserves to feel
safe, supported, and free to grow into their fullest
potential. 
We work every day to prevent harm before it happens.
Our commitment includes clear safety policies,
continuous training for staff and volunteers, and well-
defined boundaries in every program we offer. 
The Merrimack Valley YMCA meets or exceeds national
YMCA abuse prevention requirements. Our association
received The Merrimack Valley YMCA has earned
Praesidium Accreditation®, the highest level of
accreditation in abuse prevention, reflecting our
commitment to leading standards in child safety.
From our leadership team to front-line program staff,
every person at the Y plays a role in keeping kids safe. Any
allegation is addressed immediately, with transparency
and a zero-tolerance approach to abuse. 
The Merrimack Valley YMCA is part of a nationwide
network of Ys committed to creating safe spaces for
youth. Families in the Merrimack Valley can trust that our
programs put children’s safety first, always. 
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