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Merrimack Valley 
YMCA promotes 
new branch 
executive directors

A N D O V E R  —  T h e 
Merrimack Valley YMCA is 

pleased to 
announce 
that Claudia 
Soo Hoo has 
been named 
senior exec-
utive direc-
tor  of  the 
Andover/
North 
Andover 
YMCA. Soo 
Hoo replaces 
Alex Turek, 
the former 
executive 
director, who 
left earlier 
this year to 
become CEO 
of the South-
ern District 
Y M C A  i n 
Exeter.

S o o  H o o 
h a s  sp e n t 
more than a 
decade work-
ing for the 
Merrimack 
Valley 
Y M C A  i n 
various 
roles ,  and 

has been a member and pro-
gram enthusiast for even 
longer than that. In fact, she 
attended preschool at the 
Andover/North Andover Y.

Soo Hoo will be respon-
sible for the daily operations 
of the branch, recruitment 
and management of the 

volunteer Board of Manag-
ers, and annual fundraising. 
The Andover/North Andover 
Y features three indoor 
pools, 13,000 square feet of 
wellness space, a café, a com-
mercial teaching kitchen, a 
preschool and school age 
childcare wing, four group 
exercise studios, a gymna-
sium, and the Active Living 
Center for older adults.

Soo Hoo has worked full-
time at the Merrimack Val-
ley YMCA for 12 years, 
serving most recently as the 
district executive director, 
which included oversight 
of the Camping Services 
branch as well as the Law-
rence branch. Since starting 
her career at the Y, she has 
overseen aquatics, youth and 
teen programming, branch 
operations, and more. She is 
also currently serving on the 
Y-USA Diversity, Inclusion 
and Global (DIG) Innova-
tion Y Steering and Strategy 
Council.

Other branches of the Y 
will see changes as a result 
of this transition. Anne 
Whalen, the former execu-
tive director of the Methuen 
Y for the last 10 years, will 
step in to oversee the Camp-
ing Services branch as its 
new executive director.

During her career at the 
Y, Whalen has overseen 
preschool and school age 
childcare, youth and teen 
programming, child protec-
tion and branch operations. 
She has also been active in 
the community serving as 
a volunteer in the Methuen 
Rotary and Exchange Clubs.

At the Methuen Y, Ryan 
McVann will step in to 
serve as associate executive 

director to replace Wha-
len. McVann most recently 
served as sports and teen 
director at the Methuen Y 
and as assistant director 
of Camp Otter in Salem, 
New Hampshire, and has 
served in several roles at 
the Merrimack Valley YMCA 
since 2012.

Growing Years 
Learning Center 
celebrates 40 years

METHUEN — Growing 
Years Learning Center, 
located at 423 Howe St. in 
Methuen, is celebrating 40 
years of educating children 
in the Merrimack Valley and 
southern New Hampshire.

Started by Tom and Nancy 
Forzese in October 1978, the 
school has grown to ser-
vice 107 children per day. 
Recently, the couple’s daugh-
ters, Stephanie and Mallary, 
have joined to make Growing 
Years a true family business 
and atmosphere.

Growing Years looks for-
ward to sharing happiness 
with many new families for 
years to come.

Entrepreneur wanted 
for Revolving Test 
Kitchen

LAWRENCE — Applica-
tions are now being accepted 
for the new tenant in the 
Revolving Test Kitchen at 
NECC’s Lawrence campus. 
Two restauranteurs have 
already been groomed for 
success in the space.

Launched on Dec. 1, 2016, 
the Revolving Test Kitchen is 
an incubator and pop-up res-
taurant, located in the heart 

of downtown Lawrence in 
Northern Essex Community 
College’s 420 Common St. 
building.

The objective of the RTK is 
to provide restaurant entre-
preneurs with a trial run 
of their ventures and also 
contribute to Lawrence’s 
economic development. 
This collaboration between 
Lupoli Companies, the city 
of Lawrence, The Lawrence 
Partnership, Northern Essex 
Community College and Epa-
raTodos has already helped 
two local food entrepreneurs 
get the jump-start they 
needed, and they are cur-
rently looking for a third with 
applications due by Oct. 31.

Food entrepreneurs and 
restaurant start-ups look-
ing to expand are invited to 
apply.

For more information, 
contact Karina Calderon, 
assistant director of The 
Lawrence Partnership, at 
kcalderon@lawrencepart-
nership.org.

LaRoche performing 
stand-up to benefit 
women’s health

ANDOVER — This fall, 
nationally-known comedian 
and motivational speaker 
Loretta LaRoche will per-
form a stand-up routine to 
benefit women’s health ini-
tiatives at Greater Lawrence 
Family Health Center. This 
will be just one part of the 
organization’s ninth annual 
In Pink Brunch & Comedy 
Show fundraiser on Satur-
day, Oct. 27, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Andover Country 
Club, 60 Canterbury St.

Congresswoman Niki 

Tsongas’ district director, 
June Black, will be honored 
with the health center’s 
Rosalyn Kempton Wood 
Award for Inspirational 
Leadership during the event. 
Black, a two-time breast can-
cer survivor who holds wom-
en’s health causes near and 
dear to her heart, is being 
recognized for her time serv-
ing the Merrimack Valley.

In addition to LaRoche’s 
routine, the event will fea-
ture silent and live auctions, 
brunch provided by the 
country club and a gift for 
attendees. ‘

Early bird tickets are $45 
and will be available for a 
limited time at glfhc.org/
inpink2018. 

Parties interested in 
sponsorship opportunities 
should contact the organi-
zation’s External Relations 
department at glfhcevents@
glfhc.org.

SEPT. 24

SALEM, MASS. — The North Shore 
Chamber of Commerce will host a 
Roundtable Discussion with Congress-
man Seth Moulton, from 7:30 to 9 a.m. 
at the Hawthorne Hotel, 18 Washington 
Square West. Attendees can connect with 
business and community leaders. Admis-
sion to the leadership breakfast is $65 
for members and $85 for nonmembers. 
For more information or to register, call 
978-774-8565 or visit www.northshore-
chamber.org.

SALEM, NH — The Merrimack Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce will cel-
ebrate Women In Business with a Wine 
Tasting Networking Reception at the Tus-
can Kitchen, 67 Main St., from 5 to 7 p.m. 
with food and raffle prizes. Free to both 
members and nonmembers. Sponsorships 
are available by calling 978-686-0900 or 
emailing michael.bevilacqua@merrimack-
valleychamber.com.

SEPT. 26

DANVERS — Danvers Senior Center’s 
Timely Topics Group will offer a free asset 
protection presentation by Certified 
Elder Law Attorneys Patrick Curley and 
Lucy Budman, of Curley Law Firm LLP in 
Wakefield. Titled, “Protect Your Indepen-
dence and Your Nest Egg,” at the Danvers 
Senior Center, 25 Stone St., at 10:30 a.m. 
The public is welcome. Attendees will 
learn about avoiding guardianship and 
probate, asset protection strategies for 
home and/or savings, irrevocable and 
revocable trusts, MassHealth (Medicaid) 
planning and eligibility, and the five-year 
look back period.

For more information, visit curleylaw-
firm.com or call 781-245-2222.

SEPT. 28

GEORGETOWN — Opportunity Works 
will host a Live and Silent Auction, with a 
“Wizard of Oz” theme, at the Black Swan 
Country Club, 258 Andover St., from 6 to 
10 p.m. The event will include food, coffee, 
dessert and an adventure. $50 per person. 
Attendees are asked to indicate whether 
they have any food allergies. Reservations 
requested. Call 978-462-6144, ext. 254 to 
register or buy tickets online at opportu-
nityworks.org.

OCT. 3

HAVERHILL —  Merrimack Valley 
Chamber of Commerce’s 2018 Annual 
Dinner will be held from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at DiBurro’s Function Facility, 887 
Boston Road. Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito will be 
the featured speaker. Tickets are $125. To 
make a reservation or for more informa-
tion, call 978-686-0900, email office@
merrimackvalleychamber.com or go 
to merrimackvalleychamber.com.

OCT. 18

HAVERHILL — Mary Immaculate Health/
Care Services will host its annual Pilgrim-
age of Love Dinner, at DiBurro’s Function 
Facility, 887 Boston Road. This year, Mary 
Immaculate will honor the Sisters of Char-
ity of Montreal with the St. Marguerite 
d’Youville “Pilgrimage of Love Award.” 
The event will begin at 5:30 p.m. with a 
cocktail hour, followed by dinner at 6:30 
p.m. The fundraiser brings supporters 
together for an evening of celebration 
while also raising funds to support Mary 
Immaculate’s programs. For ticket and 
sponsorship information, contact Joanne 
Sheehan at 978-620-1402 or email joanne_
sheehan@mihcs.com.

ONGOING

HAVERHILL — ValleyWorks Career Cen-
ter’s Haverhill office at The HOW Building 
on Northern Essex Community College’s 
Haverhill campus, Opportunity Works 
Building, 671 Kenoza St., hosts a Network-
ing for Professionals Group every Monday 
from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Membership is free, 
but is required to attend the networking 
event. Call 978-722-7000 or visit valley-
works.cc.

HAVERHILL — The Greater Haverhill 
Chamber of Commerce hosts “Leads 
Lunch” meetings on the first Wednes-
day of each month from noon to 1 p.m. 
in the Chamber conference room, 80 
Merrimack St., second floor. Space is 
limited. Email info@haverhillchamber.
com or call 978-373-5663 to reserve a 
seat. For more information, visit haver-
hillchamber.com.

ANDOVER — Merrimack Valley Net-
working Group, a free business network-
ing group, meets on Wednesdays from 7 to 
8:30 a.m. at Atria Marland Place, 15 Steven 
St., Andover. Bring business cards to hand 
out. For information, call Paul Lambert at 
978-609-6420 or email PDLLAW@comcast.
net.
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Honda Motor Co. said they 
had nothing to say about fly-
ing cars, but Toyota Motor 
Corp. recently invested $500 
million in working with Uber 
on self-driving technology 
for the ride-hailing service. 
Toyota group companies 
have also invested $375,000 
in a Japanese startup, Carti-
vator, that is working on a 
flying car.

The hope is to fly up and 
light the torch at the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics, but it’s 
unclear it will meet that goal: 
At a demonstration last year, 
the device crashed after it 
rose to slightly higher than 
eye level. A video of a more 
recent demonstration sug-
gests it’s now flying more sta-
bly, though it’s being tested 
indoors, unmanned and 
chained so it won’t fly away.

There are plenty of skeptics.
Elon Musk, chief executive 

of electric car maker Tesla 
Inc., says even toy drones 
are noisy and blow a lot of 
air, which means anything 
that would be “1,000 times 
heavier” isn’t practical.

“If you want a flying car, 
just put wheels on a heli-
copter,” he said in a recent 
interview with podcast host 
and comedian Joe Rogan on 
YouTube. “Your neighbors 
are not going to be happy 
if you land a flying car in 
your backyard or on your 
rooftop.”

Though the Japanese 

government has resisted 
Uber’s efforts to offer ride-
hailing services in Japan, lim-
iting it to partnerships with 
taxi companies, it has eagerly 
embraced the U.S. company’s 
work on EVtol machines.

Uber says it is considering 
Tokyo as its first launch city 
for affordable flights via its 
UberAir service. It says Los 
Angeles and Dallas, Texas, 
and locations in Australia, 
Brazil, France and India are 
other possible locations.

Unlike regular airplanes, 
with their aerodynamic 
design and two wings, Uber’s 
“Elevate” structures look like 
small jets with several propel-
lers on top. The company says 
it plans flight demonstrations 
as soon as 2020 and a com-
mercial service by 2023.

Uber’s vision calls for using 
heliports on rooftops, but new 
multi-floored construction 
similar to parking lots for 

cars will likely be needed to 
accommodate EVtol aircraft 
if the service takes off.

Unmanned drones are 
legal in Japan, the U.S. and 
other countries, but there are 
restrictions on where they can 
be flown and requirements for 
getting approval in advance. 
In Japan, drone flyers can be 
licensed if they take classes. 
There is no requirement like 
drivers licenses for cars.

Flying passengers over 
populated areas would take a 
quantum leap in technology, 
overhauling aviation regula-
tions and air traffic safety 
controls, along with major 
efforts both to ensure safety 
and convince people it’s safe.

Uber said at a recent pre-
sentation in Tokyo that it 
envisions a route between 
the city’s two international 
airports, among others.

“This is not a rich person’s 
toy. This is a mass market 

solution,” said Adam War-
moth, product manager at 
Uber Elevate.

Concepts for flying cars 
vary greatly. Some resemble 
vehicles with several propel-
lers on top while others look 
more like a boat with a seat 
over the propellers.

Ebihara, the flying-car chief 
at the Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry, says 
Japan is on board for “Blade 
Runner” style travel — 
despite its plentiful, efficient 
and well developed public 
transportation.

Japan’s auto and electron-
ics industries have the tech-
nology and ability to produce 
super-light materials that 
could give the nation an edge 
in the flying car business, he 
said.

Just as the automobile 
vanquished horse-drawn car-
riages, moving short-distance 
transport into the air could in 

theory bring a sea change in 
how people live, Ebihara said, 
pointing to the sky outside 
the ministry building to stress 
how empty it was compared 
to the streets below.

Flying also has the allure 
of a bird’s eye view, the stuff 
of drone videos increasingly 
used in filmmaking, tourism 
promotion and journalism.

Atsushi Taguchi, a “drone 
grapher,” as specialists 
in drone video are called, 
expects test flights can be 
carried out even if flying cars 
won’t become a reality for 
years since the basic technol-
ogy for stable flying already 
exists with recent advances in 
sensors, robotics and digital 
cameras.

A growing labor shortage 
in deliveries in Japan is add-
ing to the pressures to real-
ize such technology, though 
there are risks, said Taguchi, 
who teaches at the Tokyo film 
school Digital Hollywood.

The propellers on com-
mercially sold drones today 
are dangerous, and some of 
his students have lost fingers 
with improper flying. The 
bigger propellers needed for 
vertical flight would increase 
the hazards and might need 
to be covered.

The devices might need 
parachutes to soften crash 
landings, or might have to 
explode into small bits to 
ensure pieces hitting the 
ground would be smaller.

“I think one of the biggest 
hurdles is safety,” said Tagu-
chi. “And anything that flies 
will by definition crash.”

JAPAN
 � Continued from Page B3

up the tent, they still wanted 
to come in through a small 
opening in the front,” stated 
Samson Events Coordinator 
Lindsey Wehr.

Governments are now 
vying for flying car brag-
ging rights. Japan recently 
announced its intention to 
be the birthplace of flying 
cars, and enlisted Uber, 
Boeing, and AirBus to help 
bring about that bold initia-
tive. Vertical Take-Off and 
Landing (VTOL) aircraft 
as envisioned by Silicon 
Valley entrepreneurs and 
tech giants is more suitable 
for relieving their dense 

downtown traffic than a 
typical flying car that drives 
and flies, however there is 
very little foundation for 
VTOL transportation in 
most cities of the world.

The lack of infrastructure 
is seen as the largest Achil-
les Heel of this new trans-
portation technology. “Even 
supposing the technology 
works, where would they 
land?” questioned John Pres-
ton, head of the Transporta-
tion Research Group at the 
University of Southampton. 
Increasing the availability 
of landing pads is a decades-
long endeavor, which points 
to the conclusion that a 
VTOL transportation solu-
tion will likely be relegated 
to a few wealthy commute 

corridors for quite some 
time.

“This is a smart way to 
introduce the concept,” said 
Sam Bousfield, CEO of Sam-
son Sky referring to creating 
a flying car commuter corri-
dor. “I think Mark Moore of 
Uber sees the opportunity, 
but realizes there is a gra-
dient approach to making 
a change as significant as 
this.” 

Bousfield also has cer-
tainty that the future of 
transportation is in the 
sky, and the Samson team 
has worked for ten years to 
develop the Switchblade to 
be consumer ready. While 
the company is laying the 
groundwork for their own 
future VTOL vehicles and 

semi-autonomous flight, 
their initial goal is to pro-
vide a transportation vehi-
cle that can work within 
the existing infrastructure, 
technology, and regulations.

“We had what we felt 
was a winning design for 
the future as well as for 
today, so we pushed for-
ward with development 
and testing,” said Bousfield. 
“We are at the point now of 

having to increase the size 
of our planned initial pro-
duction facility to keep up 
with the growing demand 
we are receiving for the 
Switchblade.”

Similar goals can be seen 
in other flying car compa-
nies, including Terrafugia, 
whose purchase last Janu-
ary by Geely of China con-
firm the depth of investor 
interest in flying cars.

FLYING
 � Continued from Page B3

Koji Ueda/AP photo, File
Tsubasa Nakamura, third from left, watches the flight of the test model of the flying car on a 
former school ground in Toyota, central Japan.

Determine your asset location
Different types of accounts, 

assets, and earnings are taxed 
differently. Placing the appro-
priate investments in the 
right accounts will improve 
your after-tax returns without 
increasing your risk.

Rebalance periodically
Asset classes perform dif-

ferently during the year. 
In order to maintain your 

desired asset allocation and 
manage your investment 
risk, rebalance your portfolio 
periodically.

Minimize costs
Investment expenses reduce 

your returns, dollar for dollar 
and will cost you dearly over 
your lifetime. Avoid funds that 
impose sales commissions or 
high annual fees.

The bottom line
Building a well-thought-out 

investment plan will increase 
your chances of enjoying a 

comfortable retirement.
This article is for general 

information purposes only 
and is not intended to provide 
specific advice on individual 
financial, tax, or legal matters. 
Please consult the appropriate 
professional concerning your 
specific situation before mak-
ing any decisions.

John Spoto is the founder 
of Sentry Financial Plan-
ning in Andover and 
Danvers. For more informa-
tion, call 978-475-2533 or 
visit www.sentryfinancial-
planning.com

SPOTO
 � Continued from Page B3

SHARE YOUR 
BUSINESS NEWS
We want to publish news 
about your business — new 
contracts, new hires, promo-
tions and events that are 
open to the public. Just 
send a brief notice with the 
basics. Please be clear about 
the person’s connection to 
the region. Include the name 
and phone number of some-
one we can call if we have 
questions. Send your news 
by mail to Features Editor 
Sonya Vartabedian, 100 Turn-
pike St., North Andover, MA 
01845, by fax 978-687-6045 
or by email to svartabe-
dian@eagletribune.com.
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Compare  
Our CD  
Rates
Bank-issued,  
FDIC-insured

Ryan Nelson
Financial Advisor
.

35 East Main Street
Georgetown, MA 01833
978-352-5250

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/19/2018. CDs offered by Edward Jones are
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability
and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the
prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted.
Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow
interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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